battle in seattle 

it was the battle for seattle
from the genius to the addled
to those with a burr in their saddle
time to resist being kept as chattel

rubber bullets everywhere
how was it that you said you fared
hey hippy, mr. long hair
the super state can't abide you there

the thelemists refrained 
from getting their panties twisted
on the edge of the wind they listened
as the freedom scepulture, it glistened

the wind of change is in the air
like radioactivity it's everywhere
should we even pretend to care
or rather play hop scotch and four square

the asian queen was so kind yet mean
she rose up from the glossy sheen
of the clean machine
there's a thunder in the east

the black bloc
slung crack rock
at the base of the grandfathered clock
if the van's a rockin' don't come knockin'

cuz it's the battle in seattle
some play it close to the vest
and never tattle
battle in seattle

------------
insanity

insanity
gaining or losing humanity

sweet jesus
inside the t-34 tank
a devil in the general's rank

on the day after ragnarok
the one-time rivals gathered to play 
skittle and unicorn paintball
were they no less afraid

of this overarching insanity
is it too much or too little christianity
is this the imitation of christ 
or is more akin to the life of brian

some say that if you ain't lyin' you ain't tryin'
but that ain't me
i just wanted to be free
far from that pre-packaged ersatz morality

can't we all just get along
can we sell out for a song
or do we need a dance
and true romance
and big bowl of awesome curry-flavored chance

maybe someday we can think the things we want to think
without the nuclear-chemical-laden ocd
clouding, invading, attacking our thoughts
give it your all so it shall not be for naught

take your best shot

do you live for rock and roll
---------------------
oxen free


olly oxen free

he had a few of his favorite things
but none so precious as 
the idea of olly oxen free
upstaging even the intonations of immortality

at some point early on it was decided
uptight is no way to go through life
never one to fully buck the trend
swept by the flow to some vainglorious end

face down in the gutter there arose a mutter
words of a shopworn nutter
real life member of the lunatic fringe
push this out, pull that in, for the invisible win

in the crumbling sanctuary of his mind
the suicide king in the land of the blind
fell for so many, many ladies
all of them so succulent and fine

oxycontin
oxytocin
olly olly oxen free
he was the chosen one outside of reality

a sometime clown to 
circus ladies from atlanta
better than a secret santa
or nuclear reactors at savannah
---------------------------

unemployed  blues


i've got the unemployed blues
been out of work for years
unemployment checks ran out long ago
then i started mooching off the folks
trust me when i say, for that i'm much too old
i'm gonna have to get up and fly away someday

when i hear the phone a ringing
hoping to hear from a pretty asian lady
snapping back to this reality,
it's usually just a debt collector
well i never put much stock in all of that
all the same, i've got to fly away

(solo)

i whither away in this one bedroom
can't seem to find a job where i can fit
jesus says i ain't much of a man
but sometimes i swear i did my best under the circumstances 
in a fantasy i'm on a stage somewhere
it's time to fly away, far away from here

(solo x 2)

sometimes it seems there's something terrible in the air
maybe it's the cell phone towers (you know they're hip to that in sweden)
but i do my best to pay it no mind
the only woman i ever understood was my guitar
did charles mingus really say we are not allowed to love
it's time to fly away and maybe someday find that love from afar
----------------------------------
touch

touch honey sweetie
when i look at you i cry
is this out of joy or sorrow
or hollow alibis

are you really the seer of the seventh sign
one thing i think we both know
is that you'll never be mine

princess into a queen of the khmer
you used to so set my heart on fire

(small solo)

then i realized i belong in the circus
or maybe some kind of rousing churches

can i get a halleluyah

(big solo, then bass breaklet)

but your people they need you
and i could never be one of them
maybe someday baby in an honorary sense
but without any real license

to know you
to show you 
just how i feel
when the love is so painful it's unreal

touch baby i wrote your name onto my arms
that you might be free from any further harm
that you might again walk
and take back the land your ancestors haunted

touch, you know i love so many women
and you and i don't share the same priorities
but jun oun tov mae keeps ringing in my ears
is it because of the hope, or of the fear

i can't keep calling you out like this
might just have to disappear into the autumn mist
or have a spring awakening
in the shadow of the satin queen
--------------------------

magic

i tried some magic when i was a kid
it very nearly did me in

i remember the chick i wanted then
tried to make her love me with the stroke of a pen

having no small awareness of adultery
she was way out of my league

don't get me wrong, she was young sweet and free
with the sort of beauty that gave a young boy a tizzy

then my world it fell apart
never the same after such a false start

you wanna try some magic
don't ever let it in
unless it's gonna take you
for the win


i try to believe that whatever you do
in end it's all on you
-------------------------
mona

got a secret can you keep it
swear this one you'll save
better lock it in your pocket
taking this one to the grave

if she show you then she know you
won't tell what she said
cuz two can keep a secret if 
one of them is dead


all you little liars
you're such eye candy
like when barry manilow met mandy

where were the chicks like these
back when i was teen
mona you fill me so full of 
omnipleasant false memories
mona where have you been all my life
when i see you there on the screen
you look so very nice
it's cool that you are so crazy
just like a perfect future wife

we've got aria and spencer and emily and hannah
and who could forget holly marie
when you get a chance say hi to rose, alyssa, and shannon

hannah went off and partied with vanessa
oh my lordy to be a part of such awesome tresses
far beyond anything penned by studs terkel 
would be my guess

could you imagine partying with
all of the beautiful, lying girls
dressing up like barbie dolls
and doing little twirls

oh mona where have you been all my life
oh and emily you look so fine next to the fashion line
spencer rocks my world
such a majestic young lady from a girl

aria who could forget you in your satins and sheers
and tight skirts and jeans like some pent up release
after finally confronting our fears

but mona you really float my boat
you really crank my wheel
maybe someday someone just like you
can show me how to feel

---------------------------

mt. st. helens molar

got a mount st. helens molar
and whenever there's a sinus cold
the pain in these old teeth
is downright unbearable

tried a bit of habanero
all up inside the nose
it was rather painful
but it helped clear up my head

tried some saline solution
salt water
it seemed to do ok
and with far less pain

the best thing of all was the garlic juice
just slice up a clove and rub it around up in there
instant relief from the sinus congestion

ain't interested in no antibiotics
can't afford nor do i want any doctors
gonna gonna have to handle this one
all on my own

either way
that mt. st. helens molar will be the end of me some day

got a sinus cold
all aggravated by insect hormones in the air
from the roaches everywhere
got roaches in my monitor,
roaches in my clock
roaches everywhere they never seem to stop

maybe they like this music
this music that i'm makin'
some people call them devil bugs
but it seems they're my biggest fans

i swear, do declare
between the funkiness from the roaches
and the mt. st. helens molar
and this here kind of sinus cold
it's gonna be the end of me someday

-------------------------------

not knowing


there's a scientist with an powerful microscope
and he says it tells us all we could ever know

there's a theologian with an ancient text
says it tells us all we should ever know

there's a politician on a podium
sayin' listen to me, cuz i have all the answers

but i don't know about any of that
every time i think i've got it figured out
it falls apart again

not knowing
that's the state i live in
but it seems like
the scientist or the politician have got nothing on the theologian

all of them peas in a pod as it were
leading humanity down a primrose path
forever and ever more

one of the biggest truths i've found
is in the lady's waist/hip ratio
so simple yet profound

but the biggest truth of all for someone as simple-minded as i
bigger than sumptuous waist-hip ratios, or good food, or sleeping, or even titties
the biggest truth of all
is the truth of rock and roll
can you dig it
-------------------

tila

tila sometimes i think i feel you
who can really say what you must have been through
you remind me of someone i used to hang out with
like you, she had been in show biz

tila what is it you're really saying
does it even matter anyway

let's just leave it at that
tila for the nguyen


-----------------------
1980s

well it was the 80s
some people were eating lsd
some people were feeling kind of bluesy
it was a doosy

some people believed in rock and roll
whilst an interviewer fawned, chortled, and guffawed over him
a rock star said to handle your drugs
so you can handle your business

after awhile, all i remembered was a nubile
catholic high school senior gymnast
in a see through dress
the other chicks were like, 'isn't that see-through'
and she was like, 'well the underwear makes it just like a bikini so no big deal'
i begged to differ and disagree
and found out later it was only me

now that i think of it
there were so many chicks in see-through dresses
maybe they still do that today
i've not been outside in many a moon

besides, this is seattle
to see that now you
probably gots to get to portland, las vegas, new york, atlanta, or l.a.
most likely anywhere but seattle

but you never know
i once saw a ton of hot chicks over there at microsoft
and at the aircraft cable factory
where those asian babes continuously drove me batty

but see through dresses?
probably gotta get out of here
maybe move to china
chengdu is where it's at
don't you know?
that's where the modern beat generation
moved in, in droves
or so i'm told...

anyway, it was the '80s
seems i've got a one-track mind
it's ok
it mitigates the fact that life can be so unkind
it seems i've been digressing but sometimes i feel just fine

-------------------------
it is written


write it down in a book
everything people should and should not do
you don't even have tell them why
and it doesn't matter if it's really a lie

write it down and proclaim it to be true
and masses of people might follow you

write it in a book
exactly how the world should be
and call your profound and prolific words reality

raise up a million lawyers
and a thousand golf courses to carry them
and a plethora of jackboots to escort them
through their righteous afternoons

write it in your books
this ideal thing that you seek for everbody
with your being so righteous
who in their right mind could disagree?
--------------------------------
dr. zong

every february there's a big party
they call it fawm
everyone is challenged to write 14 songs
the ones no one has commented on yet are called zongs
zero comment songs
call him dr. zong
for his myriad comments on zero comment songs

if you join fawm
if you go to bust some zongs
you'll see lyrics
and hear recordings
of virtually everything imaginable
it's quite the parade of creativity
fawm is one giant internet festivity
maybe you can be the next dr. zong

if you want a real zong-busting opportunity
hang around until summer for the thing called 50/90

----------------------------

never leave

tried to call you out
tried to call you in despite all this sin
want to see you win

said the book is bad
like whoever scribed those words back then must have been a cad

said to never mind it
if there were somehow a better way now there was a time to find it

say you're the evil one
but we know that it takes 2 to play so it cuts both ways

will go with you
never knew just how to get through but now is it tried and true

never leave me now

let it all go
fade into a ghost
never leave me now



